
 
 
 

Fairfax County Fiscal Realities and Park Budgets for FY 2013 
 
He was on his belly in the damp mud along the creek mesmerized by the frogs.  It was hard to see who was more 
intrigued by the faceoff, the boy or the frogs.  Patiently he watched as the males anchored their positions in the water and 
began to sing their spring chorus.  Although he could not see the frog inhale through its nostrils, at eye level he could see 
it release the air creating bubbles on each side of its head, followed by the telltale croak of a lonely frog in spring.  He 
giggles as he puts two and two together and there, that one moment, boy connects with nature. 
 
Moments like this are afforded those who wander the trails of Hidden Pond and engage in exploring nature with the staff 
and volunteers of the nature center.  Moments like these are priceless but the operation of the nature center and the 
preservation of this quiet bit of stream and forest tucked amid a dense urban environment has its costs. 
 
Part of the mission of the Friends of Hidden Pond and Pohick Stream Valley (FOHP) is to advocate for the nature center 
and its programs.  It is important to understand the current situation of the Fairfax County Budget and how the portion 
devoted to park operations directly impacts the services of the nature center and its ability to help create these “ah ha” 
moments.  So here are the facts, as we know: 
 
The FY 2013 Fairfax County Budget was released to the public February 28th. Funds for Fairfax County Park Authority 
(FCPA), which oversees the Hidden Pond Nature Center, have decreased from 1.20% of the overall county operating 
budget in 2002 to approximately half to 0.66% in 2012.  County funding from the General Account has stayed the same 
since FY 2002 while the consumer price index increased 29%.  Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) (52% of county 
outlays) requested a 9% increase in funds above FY 2012 for FY 2013 due to increased enrollment and other increased 
costs. 
 
FCPA and the County libraries’ budgets were cut in FY 2009 and FY 2010.  In FY 2011, while budgets were reduced 
further, a 20% reduction of support and loss of 1 of the 3 permanent staff positions for Hidden Pond Nature Center was 
avoided when park users and (FOHP) supporters were mobilized to met with county officials and urged to submit 
numerous letters and petitions fighting the reduction.  A spontaneous online “Save Hidden Pond” Petition collected more 
than 1200 signatures.   
 
The plan for 2013-15 calls for a gradual increase from 61% to 67-69% recovery of costs through fees, admission charges, 
and use charges, especially where the benefit is to a single individual.  The Hidden Pond Nature Center must earn 
enough money through camps, classes and room user fees to pay for salaries and benefits of all seasonal employees and 
consumables such as copy paper, animal food and bedding, etc.  FCPA pays for utilities, two “merit” positions, and some 
other expenses.  These items cost more each year. 
 
Our parks and libraries depend on the Fairfax County Parks Foundation, volunteers and friends groups to do many tasks 
and fund items not in budget. We are fortunate that Hidden Pond Nature Center has a popular active well-led teen 
volunteer program.  FOHP has funded part of the cost of materials for Eagle Scout projects, equipment for the park and, 
one year, part of the annual cost of food and bedding for the animal exhibits.  Friends groups for other parks and libraries 
have funded interns and major equipment.  Your dues and contributions have allowed FOHP to fund these purchases. 
 
The trend almost everywhere is for governments at all levels to be less generous in funding items like parks, libraries, 
special programs in the schools, and other services.  Funds for these activities must come either from participant’s fees or 
volunteer efforts and financial contributions.  
 
Budget hearings on the FY 2013 budget will be April 10-12.  FOHP will be ready to provide input. 
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Here Come the Wildflowers! 
 
Whether it’s been a long cold winter blanketed in white or this warmish confusing winter, 
it still is thrilling to see bits of green break through the soil and grace us with the loveliest 
spring ephemeral wildflowers.  The nature center has a wonderful flyer prepared by 
naturalist Clara Ailes that charts out where and when you should expect to see these little 
beauties. 
 
So get out those flower books, grab Clara’s guide at the nature center, take a stroll around 
the property and enjoy these treasures that herald the spring.  Here’s what we  
should expect during March, in order of their general appearance on the scene: 
 

Wetland:  Skunk Cabbage 
Meadow:  Pennsylvania Bittercress, Common Chickweed, Purple Dead Nettle, Henbit, Common Dandelion, 
Confederate Violet, Large-leaved White Violet, Sheppard’s Purse,  
Forest:  Spring Beauty, Periwinkle, Cut-leaved Toothwort, Gill-over-the-ground, Bloodroot, Trout Lily, Round-lobed 
Hepatica, Common Blue Violet, Early Saxifrage, Virginia Bluebell, Star Chickweed, Dwarf Ginseng 
 
And when April rolls around, come along with Jim Pomeroy, Hidden Pond Nature Center Manager and enjoy the 
Wildflower Walk on Saturday, April 14th.  Call the nature center at 703-451-9588 or visit Parktakes online 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes to register. 
 
 
Notes on Our Weather 2011 ~ A Hot Summer and Wet Fall  
 
Summer ~ June, July, August 

♦ June was dry and warm the month began with maxima of 92, 93, and 94, on 1st, 8th and 9th followed by near 
normal temperatures and dry weather.  Only 1.64” of rain fell. 

♦ July began warm and then heated up to give us 17 days with maxima in the 90’s including our 34-year record 
maximum of 99 on the 22nd.   15 nights had minima of 70 or higher.  The month was very dry until the 24th 
storm gave us 1.32” of rain.  Our July total rain was 2.28” 

♦ August began with more hot weather with maxima of 92 and 90 on the 1st and 2nd and then gradual cooling.  
The last ten days were comfortable with five nights in the mid 50’s.  There were well-distributed showery 
periods leaving 2.47”of rain, and then hurricane Irene dumped 3.27” of rain in 21 hours on the 27-28th. 

 
Fall ~ September, October, November 

♦ September was a gully washer with rainfall totaling 17.48”.  15” of that rain 
fell 5-10 September.   The remains of tropical storm Helen brought 9.07” 
intense rain with 5+” of rain falling in one two hour period on the 8th.  This 
deluge raised Pohick Stream to above the top of railings of the walking bridge 
across the creek.  The two wooden bridges that cross the creek that drains 
Hidden Pond were washed out.  Thanks to our HPNC volunteers, the remains 
of the bridges were retrieved and disposed.  The rain on the 8th was the most 
in 24 hours in 34 years of local records.  A similar tropical storm brought us 
7.46” rain on 5-6 September 2008. 

♦ September was mild with temperatures ranging from 44 (15th) to 84 (14th). 
♦ October was wet with 4.93”rain with near normal temperatures ranging from 76 (10th) to 30 (30th & 31st).  Snow 

on the 29th with a maximum of 38 (lowest October maximum in 34 years) was the first snow occurrence in 
October since 1979.   That snowstorm dropped 3-7+” of snow in the Blue Ridge, Shenandoah Valley and the 
Alleghany mountains.  Up to two feet of wet snow breaking down trees in New England left two million 
people without power.  

♦ November was consistently mild and dry with only 2.21” of rain and temperatures ranging from 70 (27th& 
28th) to 28 (11th). 

♦ December 2011 continued the consistently warm temperatures ranging from 63 (15th) to 22 (12th) and wet with 
rain totaling 4.57”.  December set a pattern of consistently mild temperatures for January into February.   
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Havoc From 15” Of Rain In 5 Days 

An extensive array of footpaths, paved trails, boardwalks, and stream crossings make the 25 acres of Hidden Pond 
Nature Center and the adjacent 700 acres of the Pohick Stream Valley Park easily accessible to many Fairfax County 
residents and visitors.  This beautiful system that meanders along Pohick Stream suffered extensive damage last 
September as a result of heavy flooding created by 15” of rain in a short five days. 
 
Some of the original trail work was established under a joint partnership between the nature center and Eastern 
Mountain Sports in 1995.  Local Eagle Boy Scouts constructed additional trails, boardwalks, and bridges.  The Friends 
of Hidden Pond Nature Center and Pohick Stream Valley underwrote much of the construction. 
 
Many hands have begun to clear the debris and rebuild the trail system.  Anonymous walkers have moved branches 
and even placed stepping stones across the creek to make access to this beautiful area easier for themselves and fellow 
walkers who relish the quiet strolls accompanied by bird songs, trickling water sounds, and beautiful flowers. 
 
It’s a big task to rebuild and it requires time, money, and labor.  Volunteers will assist in this effort with the annual 
spring cleanup day on Saturday, March 17th.  If you want to help restore this hidden gem, please contact the Friends 
of Hidden Pond and Pohick Stream Valley at fohpnc@yahoo.com or Hidden Pond Nature Center Manager Jim 
Pomeroy at 703-451-9588. 
 
 
Pohick Stream Cleanup Day Saturday, March 17, 2012 ~ 9 AM – 12 Noon 
 

Hidden Pond Nature Center invites young and old to come out and help pick up trash from our beloved Pohick 
Stream and nearby lands.  Small hands can help collect litter along the trail while hearty skilled hands can assist in 
aligning the boardwalks and removing large debris. 
 
Interested individuals and families should call the nature center at 710-451-9588 or email 
mike.mccaffrey@fairfaxcounty.gov to sign up.  Let the staff at the nature center know the type of 
work you can help with; the ages of your family members; and the time you are available.   They 
will try to match your interest with the nature centers’ need for a productive, fun clean up. 
 
Common trash in Pohick Stream includes plastic bags or parts thereof, plastic bottles, and 
aluminum cans.  Other items found included tires, bicycles and other stuff.  Most of the trash is washed into the 
stream via neighborhood storm drains.  The intense heavy rains deposit the bulk of the trash. 
 
Volunteers are asked to check in at the Nature Center by 9 AM where Mike McCaffrey will form teams, assign areas, 
and hand out trash bags.  The center will collect the filled bags and dispose of the contents. 
 
Volunteers should wear closed toed shoes or sturdy footwear and if available, bring work gloves.  The paths along the 
stream are clear and flat and the surrounding forest floor is easy to walk through.  The nature center staff is happy to 
document your volunteering if you need service hours.  There are two cleanup days per year, March and October.   

  

Creek Crossing Washed Away Boardwalk Askew Debris Washed Up Against Trees 
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Pondering Deerzilla 
 
In 2011, the Washington Post magazine included the article 
“Deerzilla”.  The article said our metro area is overrun with 
whitetail deer.  Those of us with yards near the woods have found 
that our azaleas, hastas, tulips, tomatoes, beans and other garden 
plants are salad material for the deer.   
 
Interestingly, the article pointed out that our local deer have 
learned to feed undisturbed at night while we sleep.  Also deer, 
which survive two or more years, often can judge the speed and 
distance of cars to avoid being hit.  However, not all have learned.   
 

Recently, my wife and I hit the hindquarters of an adult deer while traveling 35 mph on the parkway just west of 
Kingstown.  We were unhurt, but there was $3700 in damage to our car.  Hitting a deer can result in the animals’ body 
being thrown up over the hood through the windshield with injury to people in the front seats. 
 
Wildlife managers consider 20 deer per square mile a healthy population.  Officials have estimated that there are some 
populations in Fairfax County upwards of 400 deer per square mile causing concerns for traffic, property and overall 
health of the deer and human population.   
 
Some communities organize culls to reduce their deer population.  Organized deer hunts too often result in few deer 
shot.  In large single effort culls, the deer sense the commotion of a gathering crowd and move out of the hunting area.  
Fairfax County opted to establish a lengthy culling season to address the overpopulation. 
 
Fairfax County’s culling program began in 2009.  Selected bow hunters were permitted cull deer from numerous 
wooded areas in the county.  Some bow hunters opted to set up a stand in a tree and then wait for deer to come by. 
 
Yellow signs posted around the Nature Center provided information about the deer management activity.  The signs 
urged visitors to remain on trails while walking in wooded areas.  This year’s cull ran from September 24, 2011 to 
February 11, 2012.   
 
In fall 2011, during rutting season, fewer deer were seen around the nature center.  Reportedly hunters were 
downstream from Hidden Pond Nature Center and they killed 74 deer. 
 
2012 Membership Dues are Due 
 
Please send your annual dues of $10 to: 
   
Friends of Hidden Pond Nature Center and Pohick Stream Valley 
8511 Greeley Boulevard 
Springfield, VA 22152 
fohpnc@yahoo.com 
 
Make checks out to “FOHP”. 

 
Friends of Hidden Pond and Pohick Stream Valley is a 501c(3) organization and contributions are tax-
deductible to the full extent of both federal and state law. 
 
Your contributions help us promote and support the wonderful programs and services offered by Hidden 
Pond Nature Center.     
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Springfield-Franconia Lions Club and Friends of Hidden Pond Fund Equipment for 
Hidden Pond Nature Center 
 
The Springfield-Franconia Lions Club and Friends of Hidden Pond Nature Center and Pohick Stream Valley (FOHP) 
agreed to jointly fund about $1600 in equipment purchases for the Hidden Pond Nature Center.  The equipment to be 
funded included: 
 

♦ Digital projector, laptop computer, and laptop speakers system to allow park staff to make slide presentations 
in the Fairfax County Public Schools 

♦ High quality digital camera, and color printer to obtain color photos of plants and animals for the slide shows  
♦ Motion activated camera to take pictures night and day to photograph nocturnal animals such as deer, foxes, 

coyotes, flying squirrels, and perhaps persons in the park at night for slideshows. 
 
The starting point for this successful venture with the Springfield-Franconia Lions Club grant began with a 
conversation with Dennis and Cheryl Kelly at the October 2010 Pohick Stream Cleanup Day.   Jim Pomeroy, in charge 
of Hidden Pond Nature Center, and David MacLean, FOHP vice-president followed with a proposal and 
presentations in November 2011.   
 
This equipment is essential for Hidden Pond Nature Center’s outreach program aimed primarily to school age 
children both at the nature center and in the public schools.  A large part of Hidden Pond Nature Center’s courses and 
camps are designed to give children both hands-on and classroom experience with Northern Virginia’s ecosystems, 
exploring interdependence of animals, plants, and humans.  Many of the concepts mentioned in these classes and 
camps are included in the Virginia SOL tests.  Children recall concepts when they see and touch live animals and 
plants in the outdoors, introduced or reinforced in a slide show.  
 
Numerous middle school students from Lake Braddock School received hands-on learning by activities such as 
wading into Pohick Stream, taking water samples for analysis and catching, observing, and releasing small fish and 
insects in the creek and looking for insects in rotten logs when they visited last fall. 
 
A major mission of Hidden Pond Nature Center is supplementing and reinforcing the education of our children. We 
are thankful for the support and generosity the Springfield-Franconia Lions Club! 
 
 
Nature Center Wish List: 
 
The following items will help the nature center with the care of their animals and the conduct of their programs. 
 

 
 

  

Towels & Pillowcases Children’s Fishing Poles Small Sweep Nets 
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Hidden Pond Nature Center Envirothon Teams Compete 
 

Can you tell the difference between sandy loam and loam?  How about identifying facultative aquatic 
invertebrates? Perhaps you can sort out the differences between oak, willow, and willow oak?  These are 
just some of the abilities challenging teens competing in the Canon USA Envirothon. 
 
Beginning as a local competition in 1979, Pennsylvania conservation officials created an environmental 
“Olympics” to encourage teens to develop interests in natural resource conservation and environmental issues. 
Participants learn concepts in environmental management and stewardship and work to solve real and hypothetical 
problems.  The program was very successful and gradually spread to many states.  Canon USA Inc. stepped in, as 
sponsor in 1997 and under their direction the Envirothon became a highly competitive national event. 
 
High school students form teams.  Teams prepare, with the assistance of a coach and knowledgeable volunteers, to 
compete in 4 areas: aquatic ecology, forestry, soils/land use, and wildlife.   Additionally, teams must prepare an oral 
presentation on a predetermined environmental issue.   In competition, teams earn points demonstrating their 
competency on written tests, hands-on activities, and their oral presentation. 
 
The 2011 Hidden Pond Nature Center team consisted of Owen Mulvey-McFerron, Ben Simon, Liam Berigan, Neal 
MacDonald, Murjan Hammad, and Clairisse Cheniae.  They won the district competition and went on to place 2nd in 
the Virginia Envirothon!  Emily Smith and Lynn Mulvey-McFerron coached them. 
 
For more information about the Envirothon program, please contact the nature center at 703-451-9588 or visit 
www.envirothon.org. 
 

            
 

Friends of Hidden Pond Nature Center and Pohick Stream Valley 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Yes!  I would like to join Friends of Hidden Pond! 
 

Name:                                                                                            Phone: 

Mailing Address: 

City:                                                                                               State:                        Zip Code: 

Would you like email updates on our programs and activities?                           Yes            No 

Email Address: 

 

I am interested in volunteering to help with: 

  Stream Clean Ups   Water Quality Monitoring   Gardening 

  Park Steward Program   Newsletters & Communication   Input Into County Plans 

  Membership   Education Programs   Not Sure, Please Call Me 

 
Tax-deductable annual contributions are: 
 
$__________ Individual/Family Membership $10 
$__________ Additional Contribution 
 
Please make checks payable to “FOHP”.  Thank you 

 
Mail this form and your check to: 
FOHP 
8511 Greeley Boulevard 
Springfield, VA  22152 
 
Questions? Please email fohpnc@yahoo.com 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIDDEN POND NATURE CENTER 
March 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 3 

      Winter 
Ponderings 

4:30 PM 
Signs of Spring 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 Nature Quest 

10:00 AM 
Skunk Cabbage 

 Wildlife 
Wednesday 

4:30 PM 
Mammals 

  Spring Safari 
10:30 AM 

Animal Care 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 
BEGINS 

 

 

 

Wildlife 
Wednesday 

4:30 PM 
Signs of Spring 

 Spring 
Ponderings 

4:30 PM 
Amphibians 

POHICK 
STREAM 

CLEAN UP 
9-12 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 Nature Quest 

10:00 AM 
Ants Go 

Marching Into 
Spring 

SPRING 
BEGINS 

Wildlife 
Wednesday 

4:30 PM 
Animal Care 

   

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
   Wildlife 

Wednesday 
4:30 PM 
Animal 

Movement 

 Spring 
Ponderings 

4:30 PM 
Animal Care 

Spring Safari 
10:30 AM 
Sings of 
Spring 

April 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
       

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 Nature Quest 

10:00 AM 
Bird Nests 

 

Wildlife 
Wednesday 

4:30 PM 
Turtles 

 Spring 
Ponderings 

4:30 PM 
Animal 

Superstitions 

Wildflower 
Walk 

10:30 AM 
With Park 

Manager Jim 
Pomeroy 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
   Wildlife 

Wednesday 
4:30 PM 

Lizard or 
Salamander? 

 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 Nature Quest 

10:00 AM 
Turtles 

 Wildlife 
Wednesday 

4:30 PM 
Snakes 

 Spring 
Ponderings 

4:30 PM 
Pond Study 

 

29 30  
 Nature Quest 

10:00 AM 
Wiggling Works 

& Wonderful 
Wildflowers 

 
 
For more information or to register for an event, please call the nature 
center at 703-451-9588.  If you have a Parktakes subscription or 
membership, you may also register online using your VISA or 
MasterCard at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes. 
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Hidden Pond Summer Camps 

Nature Quest ~ As a kickoff to our summer season, Hidden Pond presents Nature Quest: Camp Edition! Modeled off 
of the popular Monday morning preschool program, this camp will feature lots of fun activities such as games and 
crafts. But best of all, the camp also offers exciting and in-depth park exploration in which campers will get to 
investigate areas such as the meadow, the pond, and the stream. Led by Naturalist Carmen and Emily. 

June 18th-22nd, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 4-6, $180  ~  August 13th-17th, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 4-6, $180 

Wetlanders ~ Explore the wetlands of Hidden Pond Park, from the Pohick Stream to the Peeper Swamp to the pond 
behind the nature center. Campers will learn about a variety of aquatic animals such as frogs and turtles by meeting 
live animals and trying to catch their own! Led by Naturalist Brian, Annie, and John 

June 25th-29th, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 6-8, $180  ~  August 6th-10th, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 6-8, $180 

Reptile Rangers ~ The name says it all! Campers will catch turtles, search for lizards, and learn to identify various 
native reptiles. In addition, we will be investigating all the reptilian habitats that our park offers, such as the Pohick 
Stream, the Peeper Swamp, the pond, and the surrounding forest behind the nature center. As a bonus, participants 
will spend the week as Hidden Pond’s onsite reptile caretakers by feeding and taking care of the animals in the center 
while learning about their role in our natural world. Led by Naturalist Brian. 

July 9th-13th, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 8-10, $180 

Creepy Crawlies ~ Hidden Pond is now offering a new camp: Creepy Crawlies! Don’t be fooled, it’s not just bugs! In 
this camp, we will deal with a wide range of natural science subjects, such as bugs, reptiles, mammals, and aquatic 
animals as we explore the grounds and wetlands of Hidden Pond Park with our nets and our shovels. Led by 
Naturalist John. 

July 16th-20th, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 4-6, $180  ~  July 23rd-27th, 2:30-5:30pm, Ages 6-8, $180 

Nocturnal Naturalists ~ Campers will explore the park at night with naturalists Brian and Emily as they take you into 
the mysterious and exciting world of nocturnal wildlife. Participants will look for a great variety of wildlife from 
insects to stream fish to mammals, and other things that start prowling around after the sun goes down. 

July 16th-20th, 7-9:30pm, Ages 6-8, $180 

Rockhounders ~ Naturalists Mike, Brian, and Annie will lead this camp aimed at helping campers learn more about 
the geology of the park, through rock collecting, safe and fun scientific experiments, and exploration. Seeing firsthand, 
while doing field study, we will observe how the past geological changes have helped to create various habitats and 
even microhabitats on land and in the stream. 

July 23rd-27th, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 8-10, $180  ~  July 30th-August 3rd, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 5-7, $180 

Survivor ~ Survivor camp is exactly what it means, you will learn how to camouflage yourself in the wild, make your 
own fishing equipment, and live animal traps (strictly for learning purposes, animals will not be harmed). Campers 
will learn how to find food and how you can survive the elements by building a shelter, making a fire without a 
match, and studying the terrain the camp will take place in. Led by Naturalists Brian and Annie. 

August 20th-24th, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 6-8, $180  ~  August 27th-31st, 9:30am-12:30pm, Ages 9-12, $180 

If you would like to make a reservation, register online: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks or give us a call at 703.451.9588 


